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Lower Mekong River Co-operation - 'V' C
Spanning Almost Half a Century

As early as 1947, the need for an
International organisation to
coordinate activities and promote
cooperation in the Mekong River
Basin was recognised.

e In 1957 “The Mekong Committee”

e 1978 -94 Interim Mekong
Committee.

e 1995 — present, MRC

1957 - 1977 19?8 - 1994 Since (1995




Sustainable Development
Goal of 95 Agreement is to promote

“Cooperation in all fields of sustainable
development, utilisation, management and
conservation of the water and related
resources of the Basin.”

To contribute to balanced development; while
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Sustainable )
Development & Equitable use ==

This means to pursue equity, social. and economic
development and environmental protection

-~

*Through dialogue at all
appropriate levels

«Consensus building,
scientifically informed
decision making

Effective dispute prevention
and resolution




Regional planning MG,

Rules for Water Sharing (quantity & quality)

BDP - coordinating water resources
development at national and regional levels

Coordination with
regional
initiatives
Dialogue with
China and
Myanmar on
Issues relating to
the Upper Basin

Elements in the Mekang River Basin EcorSystem

Water Flow Upstream
{guantity, quality)

Industrial /
Urbhan Waste

Water Flow Downstream

{guantity, guality)




MRC Core Programs 7
Impacts on flow - Development
Basin models & DSF scenarios
WUP ‘ ‘
BDP

Environmental
Flow Assessment

Economic and
social impacts

5 on ecology
dsistence use
7



Integrated Basin Flow ‘MiRe"
o
%‘WABLE e
Management
Flooded
« How to Forest,
. rop& Crop & Tonle
determn’le Settlem  Highw Lak Vegetati Vegetati Settlem Sap
elpts
“acceptable”
flows — ref.
Article 6.
» Mekong IBFM
to provide ,
guidelines for ‘?ﬁ
Dry season
flow [ Fiood water

level

maintenance for
each critical
month.



*06 Governments Quarte
*70 million populations

*Various institutions & fora

*Public participation tradition 1s modest

ASEAN MBDC
[AI

MRC
Civil Societies N\
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Improved Governance  [ikc:
Challenge

Increase political weight &1
of MRC (Relevant) |

Succeed with a very ,
ambitious time-frame for
development of
framework to support
sharing of benefit.

Improve capacity at
national levels to deal
with basin-wide issues.

Regional Governance &
Public Participation.

Create stronger sense of
mutual trust and mutual

¥
=

Dachaoshan Dam in Upper Mekong
benefits. 2 )
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