The Portuguese Water Council

Francisco Nunes Godinho
&
Antonio Eira Leitao

Character and composition
Objectives

. Attributions

Operation

Main activities (1994 to present)

o g >~ BN B

Future activities

EURO-INBO 2011 September 2011



Character and composition

© The Portuguese Water Council is the independent advisory organism
for the Portuguese government in matters of sustainable water
management

€ It was legally established in 1994. Its structure, competences and
functioning regime were redefined in 1997 and 2004

© The Council includes:
- the central administration (15 representatives);

- the regional and local administration (15 representatives, including
the Autonomous Regions of Acores and Madeira);

- the scientific, economic, professional and non-governmental
organizations representative of different water uses (18
representatives); and

- Invited persons due to their expertise (16 individuals).
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Objectives

€ Provide a national discussion forum on water policy and
sustainable water resources management, incorporating
ecosystem values and the interests of different sectors

and regions
€ Appreciate plans and projects relevant to water resources

€ Contribute to the establishment of strategic options for the

management and control of water systems



Attributions

The Council monitor and assess the preparation of plans and projects with
particular relevance upon water resources, propose measures for its
Implementation and formulate and assess strategic options for the
sustainable management of Portuguese water resources

Specifically, the Council:

# assess the development and implementation of the Portuguese
Water Plan and issue an appraisal on the Plan proposal before its
approval by the government;

® appreciate decisive stages during the preparation of River Basin
Management Plans, particularly those of international rivers;

% assess plans and projects which could substantially affect water
planning or use;

# suggest research topics.



Operation

© The Council ordinarily meets in plenary sessions at least twice a year, but
also whenever called by the President or at the request of a majority of its
members

© The Counclil deliberations are taken by consensus or by the plurality of
votes. Minutes are taken in all meetings

© The Council also functions in restricted scope for carrying out preparatory
and complementary work to the plenary sessions through the operation of
working groups

£ The working groups are established for specific tasks that are limited in
time, involving members of the Council and the most appropriate specialists
for the subject

@ Organization and coordination of Council activities are provided by the
Secretary-General, assisted by up to three persons of recognized prestige
and experience in water management
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A elaboragio & aprovagdo dos PIOT & da 5 dos i i i i Os
instrumentos de polifica seciorial s80 os planoe sectoniais (PS). A sua dlaboragio compete as
enfidades pablicas da administragdo directs ou indirecta do Estado com responsabilidade na
condugdo das politicas sectoriais com impacte territorial @ a sua aprovaglo compete ao
Govemo.
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Figura 2.5 — Os instrumeantos de desenvolimanto territorial & o
instrumentos de poiitica sactarial

Os instrumentos de plancamento teriorial @ oe instrumentos de natweza espedal tim

natureza 8 vinculam di a i 30 & 0B i Estes
incluem os planos municipais de ordenamento do termitdrio (PMOT):

*  Plano Diractor Municspal {PDM);

= Plano de Urbanizagio (PU);

= Plano de Pormenar (PP).
A elsboragdo e sprovacdo dos PMOT é da responsabiidade dos Grpdos municipais
compatentas (Camara Municipal @ ia Muricipal, respech . Na sequéncia das
siteragies ao RJIGT operadas em 2007 (Decreto-Lei n® 3164°2007, de 19 de Setembro) e da

e i dos muni pelo dos

respectivos temitonos, no quadro da discipiina geral estabslecada pelos instrumentos de ambito
nacional e regional & pelos de natureza espedial, a rafificagio do PDM pelo Govemo &
realizeda a pedido da Camara Municipal, apenas quando tiver sido suscitada, em sede de
acompanhamento, & incompatibilidade com PROT ou PS. Os PU & PP néo estio sujeitos &
ratiicaglio.

Os instrumentos ds natweza especial 830 s plancs especiais de ordenamento do temitrio
{PEOT]. A sua elaboragio & determinada por despacho do membro do Governa competente
em rmrdo da matéria obiecto do plano, o qual determina embém qual o senigo ou entidade

ponsével por essa Asuz compete an Govemo.
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de g ou com incidéncia nos recursos hidricos. Com efedo, as
medidas de protecydo podem ser desencadeadas perante 3 identificagio de um problema especifica,
devendo haver, por parte d3 ARH, uma moniiorizagdo dos seus efetos. As zonas que entrebanto visrem
3 ser okjectn das medidas de proteceSo e valorzagSo devem ser fidas em consderagio no Smbito da

revis3o dos instrumentos de planeamento e ordenamentn dos recurses hidAcos e dos instrumentos de
gestio territorial, nomeadamente no que se refere 35 zonas de risca associadas & profecgdo contra
cheias e imumdagies.

As mediias de protecgio e valorizagio inegram fipologias diferenciadas em fungio dos abjectves a
que estio associadas, desgnadaments comsevagio @ reabiitaglo, proieogin (requiarzagio e
prevengiin) e peotecs30 contra riscos (cheias e inundagBes, secas, poliigio e rotura de infra-estruuras
hidriuiicas), de acordo com o esquema da Figura 3.
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Figura3  Tipoiogias das medidas de proieci3o e walorizagSo dos recursos hitsicos

No quadra da consenvag3o @ reabilitagdo, as medidas elencadas pemitem uma ievencio na bacia
hidrografica, a0 longo da reds hidrogrifica, incluindo a teface com as guas costeiras @ de ransigio
i associades as questies hi G fvas e qualitafivas. Ha

que atender dinda ds actividodes existentes e previstas, cujo desemvolvimentn deve respeitar as
condicionantes ditadas pelo meia e pelo imperaiv da profeogio e valorizagio dos recursos hidricas.
Ests fipo die medidias permite o desenvohimento de projectos especificos, 3 uma escala de parmenar,
definindo iniervengies especificas para a finha de gua e zona envolvents
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Examples of appraisals conducted by working groups




Main activities (1994 to present)

© The Council has conducted 43 plenary meetings between November 1994 and
September 2011 and the following subjects were adressed:

* Portuguese Water Plan

* River Basin Management Plans

e Water-Framework Directive

Spanish National Water Plan

New Portuguese Water Law and related legal documents

Portuguese-Spanish Convention on shared river basins

Irrigation policy and efficient water use on agriculture

Strategic plans for public water supply and wastewater treatment

Plan for efficient water use

« Costal zone planning

« Hydrologic extreme situations (floods and droughts) and prevention/control of
pollution accidents

* Multipurpose hydraulic projects

o Water quality and water/riparian ecosystem protection

 Articulation between water management, spatial planning, nature conservation
and climate change



(Likely) future subjects

# Assess the development and implementation of the Portuguese Water Plan

& Implementation of the legal and (revised?) institutional framework of water
management

® Monitoring the implementation (results) of River Basin Management Plans
and other plans and projects related to water resources

® Monitoring the implementation (results) of measures for the protection,
conservation, rehabilitation and recovery of water (including surface -
Interior, estuarine and coastal - and ground water)

® Implementation of the Program for Efficient Water Use and measures to
ensure Its concretization

© Operation of the portuguese monitoring network for water quality (including
ecological indicators) and quantity

€ Implementation of sustainable water uses



thank you very much for your attention
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