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What has MERLIN learnt from 
ECRR’s  s t u dy?  

Crit ica l s ource  of in form a t ion  on  EU p olicy 
le ve rs

In - d e p t h  com p ara t ive  ana lys e s  of MS wa t e r 
p olic ie s  (s om e  com m on ca s e s )

Illus t ra t e s  t he  va riab ilit y b e t we e n  MS

Illus t ra t e s  which  e conom ic  s e c t ors  a re  e ngage d

Com m unit y of p rac t ice : p olicy ana lys t s  
s up p ort ing EU & MS p olicy d e ve lop m e nt sSorraia (PT) 
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Sharing & shaping 
good  p r a ct ice  in  
p la ces

18  r es t or a t ion  
ca s e - s t u d ies

PEATLANDS 
AND WETLANDS

SMALL STREAMS
AND BASINS

Sh a r in g  & s h a p in g 
good- p r a ct ice  in  
bu s in es s

LARGE RIVERS

Agricu lt u re                                    

Wa t e r Sup p ly 
& San it a t ion   

Naviga t ion

Ins u rance  Pe a t  
Ext rac t ion

Hyd rop owe r
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MERLIN Policy An a lys is  – t h e  con cep t

• How p olicy le ve rs  s up p ort  
m a ins t re am ing
- Main t a in , c re a t e , d is rup t
- Nb S & s e c t ors

• Policy cohe re nce
- Ve rt ica l

→ Fe e d b ack loop s
→ Diagona l

- Horizon t a l
• Mult i- le ve l

- EU (WFD, Clim a t e , CAP)
- Ind ivid ua l MS and  Re gions
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Point of commonality & Ways forward

• Pe rm it t ing a s  t rigge r for change
• Conflic t ing p riorit ie s  be t we e n  

m in is t rie s , s t ake holde rs , pub lics
• At t e n t ion  t o  m ult i- func t iona l 

ba rrie rs  & de b a t e  ove r ‘obs ole t e ’
• At t e n t ion  t o  s e d im e n t  ba lance  

and  wide r ca t chm e n t  dynam ics
• At t e n t ion  t o  e va lua t ion  

fe e dback loop  & m onit oring 
budge t

• NRL an  op p ort un it y if we  avoid  
im p le m e nt a t ion  d e fic it

• (Sub ) ca t chm e nt  and  c ros s - s e c t ora l 
d e b a t e s  t o  find  com m on s olu t ions
• Cle a r ‘good  p rac t ice ’ gu id ance  for non-

re s t ora t ion  e xp e rt s
• Cos t , b e ne fit , e ffe c t ive ne s s  d a t a

• Focus  on  p ub lic  & p riva t e  fund ing 
op p ort un it ie s
• EIB re p ort  m e d ium  ‘re ad ine s s ’
• Nb S/ Sus t a inab le  Ce rt ifica t ion  
• EU Sus t a inab le  Finance  Taxonom y 
• ESG inve s t m e n t s  & c rowd fund ing (CSRD)
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